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President’s Report April 2019: 

How good was it to have our first monthly meeting in the new premises? 
The club hives have now taken up residence in the bee enclosure including 2 native bee 
colonies. 
We also have some Nucs on hand for new members. 
Watch for notices on when workshops are to be held with the hives. 
Official opening of the premises will follow our next meeting on 27th April. 
From 11.00 am the meeting will be addressed by Councillor Jenny McKay and then the 
member for Nicklin, Marty Hunt. 
Ted O’Brien will cut the ribbon around 12.00 noon. 
This will be followed by an informal barbeque lunch. BYO drinks and special dietary 
requirements. 

Alby Taylor 
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Next Meeting:  27th April  at  ‘The Club House’ -  43 Farrell Street, Yandina  

Meetings start at 10 am (with morning tea and socializing from 9.30 am). Bring a plate.   

The club needs you to buy lots of raffle tickets! And to bring high quality raffle prizes! 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/meetings-events-calendar  

Our first meeting in the new premises— 

Oh! What a Wonderful Feeling!!! 

Well done Committee and members!! 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/meetings-events-calendar
https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/meetings-events-calendar


Members’ Stuff: 
Swarms:    If you find a swarm:  Contact Jeff Ross (ph. 0429 960 300, Beerwah) or Alby Taylor (0418 
882 282, Woombye)  New bees are needed to populate the Club’s hives. 

Do you have something you wish to communicate to other members? This could be local or global news; items to sell, 
buy or give away; photos or news from your apiary.  

This newsletter is sent out each month. It reaches all members: email  suzyfurness@gmail.com 

Or go to the Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Website forum: 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/forum 

Honey Selling Register: 
The club is setting up a register of members who would like the fact that they sell honey privately.  Send 
your details to Bill Spencer secretaryscbees@gmail.com  or phone him on  0419 149  947 

Bee Buddy Register:  For those members who would like to have a mentor, and those members 
happy to be members.  https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/beebuddies 

Contact Bill Spencer:  secretaryscbees@gmail.com 

Check Out our Website:  https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/  

Many of our members spend time on-line looking for beekeeping information. Our  website shows the best of the best 
links that we can find.  

This saves members lots of time. It is also a useful and convenient foundation for communications between Club 
members. Our Club Executive continually adds useful information.   

Check Out our Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunshinecoastbeekeepersaustralia/posts/?ref=page_internal 

 

RAFFLE:  
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$330

$204. 

$298

J F M A M J J A S O N

FROM THE NEWS’ DESKS: 

 'Bloody good': Royal Easter Show honey competition tickles taste buds While it's the first 
time native honey will be included in the elite competition, beekeepers are thrilled at the 
chance to be involved. 

http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/bloody-good-royal-easter-show-honey-competition-tickles-taste-buds-20190409-
p51chv.html?btis 

 Doctors discover four live bees feeding on tears inside woman's eye  

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/10/world/asia/bees-living-in-eye-tears.html\ 

 United Nations World Bee Day - 20th May,2019.  This day coincides with the 
birthday of Anton Janša, who in the 18th century pioneered modern beekeeping 
techniques in his native Slovenia and praised the bees for their ability to work so hard, 
while needing so little attention. 

https://www.un.org/en/events/beeday/ 

The contents of this table provided 
the club with nearly $300!!! 
Well done, Members…….. 
 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/
https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/
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What you missed if you missed the March meeting: 

(You missed a corker loaded with information and bee news.) 

 The club’s finances are in good order, with approximately $80,000 in the bank, and ready to 
be used for the next stages of the development of the site. 

 Ken Evans thanked the members who have manned the honey stall which has been 
decommissioned so that all can concentrate on the build. 

 Gillian who is judge for the ‘Best Honey in the World” competition will have containers 
available at the April meeting for competitors. There is a limit of 1 entry per member, the 
container needs to be half filled with your best honey for judging at the June meeting. 

 The Sippy Downs hives were inspected on the 22nd March.  Four of them were very strong 
with the fifth getting stronger.  

 Katie Livock read out a statement detailing the values of the club; 

 Steve Chellingworth and Irene Visser updated the meeting about the recent survey results, 
the logo and the business plan exercise being used as an assignment for students at the 
university. 

 Alby gave us a vision of the use of the premises. He expects that it will be open every 
Saturday and will include classes, meetings and native bee hive workshops with different 
activities each Saturday. 

 Landscaping at the site was discussed; 

 We had a great demonstration of a bee extractor vacuum cleaner invented by two of our 
members; 

 A member asked that the website writing not be against a busy background as it is difficult 
to read the letters. 

 A member commented that he “is always learning new things about bees”.  He went on the 
talk about why sometimes bees appear to be sleeping in an empty cell.  They are heating 
their bodies to between 40 and 44 degrees so as to heat up the surrounding cells to 35 
degrees.  Infrared photography was used to discover this. Also,  pupae in cells that are at 35 
degrees go onto to stay in the hive whereas the ones in cells at 34 degrees go on to travel 
outside the hive. 

 To help with bees landing in the pool and hogging the water, Katie puts floating flowers to 
give the bees somewhere to land, and also faces the hive away from the pool. 

Demonstration of bee extractor which was used to extract a hive 
successfully from a shipping container as well as a hay mulcher. 

Thankyou to the member who gave me his seat so I could write my notes! 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/
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The next  beekeeping  course is:     Saturday 11th May 2019 from 9 am to 2 p.m. 

Where:    43 Farrell Street, Yandina.  

BOOKING  IS  ESSENTIAL 

To book,  left click on:     https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/workshops 

In the Garden with Cathy Willems 
1.  Swamp mahogany—Eucalyptus robusta  

Swamp messmate is a small to large tree whose height varies from 12 to 30 metres with a width of 8—12 metres. 
It is a fast growing coastal species, very adaptable and hardy and grows in wet sites where other trees cannot 
survive. The reddish brown bark is rough, fibrous, spongy and persistent to the smaller branches. The dense crown 
is of thick, glossy dark green, discolourous, broad lanceolate leaves to 18 x 8 cm. The abundant white to cream 
flowers are axilliary in groups of 9–15. Provides good koala food. Origin: New South Wales, Queensland. 

It prefers a temperate climate, warm with a rainfall of 650 mm but it is moderately drought tolerant It likes full sun 
or partial shade. It will grow in various soils, and tolerates acid to alkaline and slightly saline.  Swamp mahogany 
was the first Australian street tree, planted in 1812 along the original road to Lady Macquarie’s Chair in Sydney 
within the Royal Sydney Botanic Gardens.  This specimen is still alive.  

Eucalyptus robusta is a very wind-firm tree and will tolerate severe coastal exposure. It is very attractive to birds. It 
is widely planted overseas for timber and has been used in Australia as a marine borer-resistant timber or pile in 
wharf construction, as well as for durable posts and for other farm buildings.  

 As it is a winter-flowering species, the swamp mahogany provides valuable stores for bees for winter and the 
spring build-up. It is a reliable regular producer of a smallish honey yield of dark amber, highly aromatic honey of 
an acceptable flavour and reasonable density. The regularity of pollen production for valuable winter stores makes 
it a valued tree  for apiculture. 

 2.  Nasturtium Tropaeolum spp. 

This is a herbaceous annual and perennial to a height of 30 cm and a width of 1 metre, or more. It has a fast growth 
rate. There are many cultivars from climbing varieties to dwarf bushy types. The pale green leaves are kidney-
shaped with a wavy margin to 13 cm across and are borne on long petioles. The 5-petalled flowers to 5 cm 
diameter come in a multitude of colours, typically yellow, orange and red. The 5 sepals are joined into a cuplike 
calyx with 1 sepal  modified into a nectar-bearing spur. I can easily be propagated from seed soaked before 
sowing. It originated in the Andes and grows in a variety of climates. It is moderately drought tolerant. It likes full 
sun to part shade with well-drained soil. The less fertile the soil the more it flowers. 

All parts of the plant are edible. It contains a fragrant mustard oil.  Flowers make a colourful addition to salads 
whilst the leaves provide tang. The immature buds can be used as a caper substitute and mature seeds can be 
roasted and eaten or used like pepper. 

Bees are attracted to nasturtiums for pollen; the nectar is out of reach. 

HONEY STALL REPORT by Honey Stall Convener , Ken Evans 

The honey stall has been operating for just over 5 months. It has shown a net profit of $2,300  
including sales by Katie and Chris. These 2 members account for $700 of the profit.   Jo Lorney is now 
also selling honey for us at her Ilkley home. 

It has been decided to suspend the Honey Stall at Yandina because of the manpower needed for the 
building of the premises.  However, we really appreciate the hours that members have volunteered in 
running the stall since the beginning of November.  All-in-all it has run very smoothly and some 
members quite enjoyed participation. 

At present we have 39 kg of bottled honey in stock. 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/
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The first workshop at Yandina: 

Nucs being sold to members were checked, queens located, plus an extra frame was added. 
Two old donated native hives were transferred to new boxes. A Nuc transferred to the second 
flow hive; the other hives were checked and all recorded. Thanks to Graham Hall (native Bee 
Hive work) and Merv Wruck (all other hives). 

Native hives renewed with new boxes. 

Merv Wruck (life member) with his 
home made mead. But wait a minute—
that’s not enough for a cup each for 
everyone at the meeting !!  What about 
bringing in a 20 gallon keg next time, 
Merv? 

We would have a GREAT meeting 
without even discussing a single bee 
topic. 

The fashion 
police need to 
get involved 
with the outfits 
of these boys…. 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/
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2019 – 2020 

 Executive and Committee 

President:    Alby Taylor  presidentscbees@gmail.com   ph. 0418 882 282 
Vice President:   David Lee   vicepresidentscbees@gmail.com   ph. 0414 757 220 
Secretary:    Bill Spencer secretaryscbees@gmail.com  ph.  0419 149  947 
Treasurer:    Chris Johnson treasurerscbees@gmail.com  ph. 0411 415 527 
Librarian:   Lyndall Pettett lyndall_pettett@hotmail.com 
Publicity:          Katie Livock infoscbees@gmail.com   ph. 0414 843 342 
F’book/Website:   Frank Vos   frank_vos@optusnet.com.au   ph. 0412 066 546 
Newsletter:   Suzy Furness  suzyfurness@gmail.com   

Disclaimer – the views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Group.   

The SCBG accepts no liability for the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of the 
information provided in this newsletter.  
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Day 1 and 2 of the ‘7-Day Honey Slimming Diet’:   

FIRST DAY  (Monday) 

Breakfast: 1/2 grapefruit—drizzled with honey; 1 hard boiled egg; 1 slice crispbread with 
butter; 1 cup tea/coffee (no milk or sugar) 

Mid-morning: 1 teaspoon honey 

Lunch: Oranges and unpeeled apples; 2 ozs cheese; 1 slice cr ispbread; 1 cup honeyed 
coffee 

Mid-Afternoon: 1 cup honeyed tea/coffee 

Supper: 2 slices cold lean roast meat; green salad; stewed apr icots—drizzled with honey; 
cup coffee (no sugar) 

SECOND DAY (Tuesday) 

Breakfast: Cereal with warm honeyed milk; 1 slice cr ispbread with butter ; 1 cup tea/
coffee (no milk or sugar) 

Mid-morning: 1 cup tea/coffee (sweetened with 1 teaspoon honey) 

Lunch: Salad of lettuce, cucumber , tomato and 1 hard boiled egg—with pepper and salt; 
fresh fruit; 1 teaspoon honeyed coffee 

Mid Afternoon: 1 teaspoon honey 

Supper: Grilled fish, and lemon juice; green beans; honey-glazed baked apples; 1 cup tea/
coffee (no milk or sugar) 

(HONEY-GLAZED BAKED APPLES: 

Peel and core apples, place in baking dish, fill centres with honey, 1 clove and top with a piece 
of butter.  Make syrup with 1 tablespoon honey and 1/2 cup hot water.  Pour syrup into baking 
dish.  Bake in a moderate oven for 1 hour, basting occasionally.) 

From “The Australian Honey Recipe Book” 1973 

(Heaps of luck losing weight ……) 

mailto:halardo@bigpond.net.au
mailto:jeff@jaross.com.au
mailto:frank_vos@optusnet.com.au
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