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Next Meeting:   26th October at  ‘The Club House’ -  43 Farrell Street, Yandina  

Meetings start at 10 am (with morning tea and socializing from 9.30 am). Bring a plate.   

The club needs you to buy lots of raffle tickets! And to bring high quality raffle prizes! 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/meetings-events-calendar  

President’s  Report  October 2019: 
We conducted another successful “Introduction to Beekeeping” workshop this month, which 
brings the number of members who have completed the course to 160. Congratulations to all 
involved. 

Our logo has been upgraded, so it can now be incorporated into signage and stationary. 

We continue to strike hurdles with the building approvals, but Tony Minto now seems to have it 
in hand. 

Kiwi Chris has been busy 
sourcing some internal 
fittings, so there could soon 
be some changes in this 
regard. 

At the last meeting it was 
decided to combine an end of 
year breakup with the 30th 
November meeting.  

The club will provide food 
with BYO cold drinks. 

Unfortunately I will be down 
south, so Katie will capably 
officiate. 

There will be no December 
meeting.  

Look forward to catching up with everyone at this month’s meeting on 26th October. 

Alby Taylor  

2 Nucs for sale! 

4 frame nucs with laying queen: $150 bring your own box, $175 I supply in wooden box with lid and 
base. (Extra nuc box to allow for expansion $20.) To order ring David Lee on 0414 757 220 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/meetings-events-calendar
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Members’ Stuff: 
Swarms:    If you find a swarm: contact John Writer phone 040911888 

John is a beekeeping club member & is also a registered builder  

Honey Selling Register: 
The club is setting up a register of members who would like the fact that they sell honey privately.  Send 
your details to Bill Spencer secretaryscbees@gmail.com  or phone him on  0419 149  947 

Bee Buddy Register:  For those members who would like to have a mentor, and those members 
happy to be members.  https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/beebuddies 

Contact Bill Spencer:  secretaryscbees@gmail.com 

Check Out our Website:  https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/  
Many of our members spend time on-line looking for beekeeping information. Our  website shows the best of the best 
links that we can find.  

This saves members lots of time. It is also a useful and convenient foundation for communications between Club 
members. Our Club Executive continually adds useful information.   

Check Out our Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunshinecoastbeekeepersaustralia/posts/?ref=page_internal 

Membership Renewal due 31st May ($30.00)       Easy to do it now via direct deposit: 

Name of our Account: Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Inc. 

BSB 633 000  Account no: 163379555  (Your  name is the reference.) 

Do you have something you wish to communicate to other members? This could be local or global news; items to sell, 
buy or give away; photos or news from your apiary.  

This newsletter is sent out each month. It reaches all members: email  suzyfurness@gmail.com 
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 The next  beekeeping  course is:    Saturday 9th November 2019 from 9am to 2pm   

Where:    43 Farrell Street, Yandina.  

BOOKING  IS  ESSENTIAL 

To book,  left click on:     https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/workshops 

RAFFLE:  

CAN WE EVER REACH $3OO AGAIN? 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/
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FROM THE NEWS’ DESKS: 

 Honey project brings sweet success for families in Zambia: 
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/sep/17/honey-project-brings-sweet-success-for-families-in-zambia-mama-buci?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other  

 Bees delay Air India flight after swarming cockpit - The Washington Post 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/2019/09/17/bees-swarmed-cockpit-caused-flight-delay-its-far-first-time/  

 New Zealand pushes to shut Australia out of manuka honey market in China  

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/sep/24/new-zealand-pushes-to-shut-australia-out-of-manuka-honey-market-in-china?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other  

 Swarms of bees descend on Adelaide cars as spring arrives 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-09-25/swarms-of-bees-descend-on-adelaide-cars/11547634  

 Honey for Health - Fact Sheets - Gardening Australia 

https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/honey-for-health/11506936  

 Honey bees perform better at a maths task with the right training 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2019-10-13/bees-numerical-cognition-maths-brains/11590430  

Please email links to  suzyfurness@gmail.com 
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‘Banksia spinulosa’  (Hairpin banksia ) 

FLOWERING  SEQUENCE j f m A M J J A s o n d 

Features Compact shrub H 1.5 m Moderate to fast growth 
rate. A rounded or multi-stemmed shrub. Leaves are 
variable to 8 cm x 2–6 mm, often with a serrated margin; 
the proud cylindrical floral spikes are to 18 x 6 cm. The 
orange–yellow flowers often have a darker purplish 
prominent style, producing a very attractive flower spike in 
autumn and winter. Shrub is very showy, with many flower 
spikes, and is a great bird attracter. Origin: Victoria, New 
South Wales, Queensland. 

Conditions Climate Cool, temperate, warm/humid Rainfall 
500 mm, drought tolerant Aspect Full sun to part shade Soil 
Well-drained, light to moderately heavy soils. Acid to 
neutral pH, but will tolerate slightly alkaline Uses This 
highly adaptable species can be grown in a broad range of 
conditions, from coastal exposure to inner city smog. It is a 
very useful garden addition and a good farm windbreak 
component. Flower spike is used in floral art. 

Apiculture Highly attractive to bees. This is an important nectar source for winter hives, making a useful 
planting on home wintering sites. Planted on farm, it would allow over-wintered hives to be ready for 
spring build and the new crop. 

(A big thanks to Cathy and Roger Willems for this contribution.) 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/sep/17/honey-project-brings-sweet-success-for-families-in-zambia-mama-buci?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/2019/09/17/bees-swarmed-cockpit-caused-flight-delay-its-far-first-time/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/sep/24/new-zealand-pushes-to-shut-australia-out-of-manuka-honey-market-in-china?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-09-25/swarms-of-bees-descend-on-adelaide-cars/11547634
https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/honey-for-health/11506936
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2019-10-13/bees-numerical-cognition-maths-brains/11590430


 
SUNSHINE  COAST BEEKEEPERS INC. 

     Newsletter:  October 2019      Issue 103 PAGE  4 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/  

 

Sting in the Tale of Bees in ‘Crisis’ (Australian - Saturday, 12 Oct 2019) 

For the urban hipsters who dressed up as bees in this week’s Extinction Rebellion rallies, it is indeed serious: 
environmental challenges to honey bees might mean a future shortage of almond milk lattes.  

But experts say the suggestions the European honey bee is endangered and the human race faces extinction 
as a result are nonsense.  

According to one of the leading experts on bees, the Australian National University’s Saul Cunningham, 
there are a lot of different challenges to the 20,000 species of bees around the world.  

“Loss of habitats as a result of expansion of agriculture, pesticides , climate change — you must have the 
usual suspects that are causing the problems for bees and all insects on the planet,” Dr Cunningham said. 
“Lots of bees are vulnerable to extinction, and some have been lost.”  

But when it comes to serving as a pollinator in the agricultural industry, there’s one species that does the job 
on a commercial scale — the European honey bee cultivated by professional beekeepers . Survival of that 
introduced species is not in the least threatened on environmental grounds, Dr Cunningham said.  

“My first point is that we are not all going to die because of a bee problem,” he said. But, Dr Cunningham 
said, there’s a micro-economic challenge to European honey bees continuing to do their job for some 
farmers.  

Different types of fruit and nut trees and broadacre crops rely on the bees — huge swarms of them when 
keepers’ hives are placed in the orchards and fields — to pollinate and produce fruit and seed.  

Without that professional pollination , some crops, including apples, canola and coffee, won’t do as well in 
terms of yield and quality. Almonds won’t grow fruit at all.  

“With almonds, no bees means no nuts,” said NSW Apiarists’ Association president Stephen Targett. The 
problem is that particularly in drought, beekeepers are increasingly reluctant to station their hives on farms.  

Pesticides used in agricultural production can damage their bees’ immune systems and put them at risk of 
disease, while fungicides can damage the quality of pollen the bees feed their young. Eucalypt forests are 
much healthier places to station bees, and the honey can be branded organic.  

“The bees get way less exposure to chemicals in the eucalypt forests, so that’s a lot healthier for the bees,” 
Mr Targett said. “They are under stress because of the drought, and increased exposure to chemicals doesn’t 
do them any good.”  

As a result, almond farmers have to pay beekeepers considerable amounts of money on contract to station 
hives on their properties each spring. The question is whether that economic equation tips so far that 
beekeepers demand more than what almond growers can afford.  

“Australian almonds could be in trouble, but that’s not going to lead to mass starvation,” he said.  

A huge amount of work is being done on bees: one project led by the CSIRO involves sticking tiny 
microchips on their backs with superglue and using antennas to track them like car e-tags .  

Paulo de Souza, who moved from the CSIRO to Griffith University but still collaborates, said among other 
applications researchers used the tracking to test the impact on bees of different concentrations of pesticides.  
(Thanks to member, Geoff Johnson for the transcript of this article.) 

NEWS FROM THE HIVE: 

This week when I harvested just one frame on my 

flow hive, there was a lot of residue that came out.  

On the right is a picture of it.  I feel that I have 

harvested it too soon because there three live hive 

beetles flowed out as well. 

Do any members have any experience of this type of 

residue? Any advice? 

Suzy 
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2020 – 2021 

 Executive and Committee 

President:    Alby Taylor  presidentscbees@gmail.com   ph. 0418 882 282 
Vice President:   Katie Livock vicepresidentscbees@gmail.com   ph. 0414 757 220 
Secretary:    Bill Spencer secretaryscbees@gmail.com  ph.  0419 149  947 
Treasurer:    Chris Johnson treasurerscbees@gmail.com  ph. 0411 415 527 
Committee:  John Baker 
Committee:  Linda Blackwell 
Librarian:   Lyndall Pettett lyndall_pettett@hotmail.com 
Publicity:          Katie Livock infoscbees@gmail.com   ph. 0414 843 342 
F’book/Website:   Frank Vos   frank_vos@optusnet.com.au   ph. 0412 066 546 
Newsletter:   Suzy Furness  suzyfurness@gmail.com   

Disclaimer – the views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Group.   

The SCBG accepts no liability for the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of the 
information provided in this newsletter.  
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 What you missed if you missed the August meeting: 

 Welcome to new members, Greg, John, Graham and Janette, and visitor Anna from Germany 

 You missed hearing about our finances, including the success of the Yandina  Street  Fair 

 The group needs a number of volunteers, from hive master, to fit out help, to helpers for the 
introduction to bee keeping courses. 

 Hearing the disgust in the member’s voice as she detailed Council’s euthanizing of a hive  

 Proposed liaison with the Yandina Community Gardens, 

 Discussion about loss of hives by members  

 How to diagnose AFB and how to destroy the bees and hive 

 The Club is going to stock wooden boxes—lids, boxes and base 

 Chris is going to treat them—with copper naphthalate and then oil paint undercoat. 

 Peter Warhurst in Warwick had 60 nucs for $160 each 

 And there was lots more but my notes are a mess.  You should have been there…... 

SEE YOU AT THE NEXT MEETING ON THE 26th of OCTOBER  

 

METHOD: 

Combine all ingredients together in a 
saucepan.  Simmer gently 10 minutes.  Serve 
with steak, hamburgers or other barbecue 
food. 

Makes approximately 1 1/2 cups sauce. 

Yandina Barbecue Sauce: 

INGREDIENTS: 

1 cup tomato sauce 

1/4 cup malt vinegar 

1/4 cup honey 

2 cloves garlic—minced 

Pinch chili powder 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

Ground black pepper 

OUR CHRISTMAS PARTY  WILL BE AT THE NOVEMBER MEETING!!!!! 
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