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President’s Report from the January meeting:

Thank you to all participants and organisers for making our first meeting of the year a great 
success. Lots of feedback about the web site and the Yandina project.

There has been a noticeable drop off in raffle prizes. This is an important source of income and it 
is important for everyone to contribute. Fresh produce from the garden or pantry is always welcomed. 

With all the projects we have outlined, you will appreciate that the committee members are going to 
be extended, so any assistance members can provide will be a great help. 

David and Suzanne Lee have done a great job with new name tags and display.

We still need volunteers to take over custody of catering supplies as well as assist with repairs/

maintenance at Yandina including a ride on mower. 

The appointment of Hive master will be required once club hives become established. 

The Nambour Show is from Friday 15th to Sunday 17th June. There are 2 aspects to our involvement, 
honey competition and the club display.

All members are encouraged to exhibit at least 1 entry in the apiculture section. Details and entry 
forms are on the Show Society web site http://www.sunshinecoastshow.asn.au  There is a $3.00 
entry fee but this year we have a sponsor so there will be cash prizes allocated. Watch for a posting on 
our web site with hints on how to show honey. 

Our normal stand where we have a display hive and members honey for tasting and sale will be 
enhanced by a twice daily display at the exhibition stage of decapping and extracting honey frames. 
We are looking to recruit 6 junior stewards from our Schools membership to operate this display. Each 
will receive a lanyard with “Junior Steward” and a day pass for their allocated involvement.
It is proposed to commence monthly Introduction to Beekeeping workshops in March. Details will 
be on our web site and Facebook page.

Finally a reminder that the March meeting is a week early on 24th because of Easter. 

Looking forward to catching up with everyone at Connections Yandina on Saturday 24th February. 
Don’t forget to bring a plate and a raffle prize. 

Next Meeting:  24th February, 2018 - Connections Baptist Church Hall, Railway St, Yandina 

Meetings start at 10 am (with morning tea and socializing from 9.30 am). Meetings are 
generally followed by a very interesting workshop. Bring a plate to share. 

 https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/meetings-events-calendar 
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Check Out our Website:  https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/ 

Many of our members spend time on-line looking for beekeeping information. Our  website shows the 

best of the best links that we can find.  

This saves members lots of time. It is also a useful and convenient foundation for communications 

between Club members. Our Club Executive continually adds useful information.  As an example, go to: 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/useful-links-for-members  

And from there,  click the link to Valley Bees. 

Raffle:  Amount raised at the January meeting:  $158.00 

The raffle is an important way of raising desperately needed funds for our new club house 
and facilities.  Please bring quality items for prizes - fresh produce from your garden will 
be snaffled up quickly by lucky winners.    

The Club needs you to buy lots of tickets each meeting! 

Sunshine Coast Bee Keepers on Facebook:    
https://www.facebook.com/sunshinecoastbeekeepersaustralia/ 

A great place to reach other bee keepers with lots of interesting articles, videos and members’ stories. 

Q:  What do you call bears without ears? 
A:  B’s 

Q:  Why did the bee quote poetry? 
A:  He was waxing lyrical! 

The editor needs contributions from members for this joke column, otherwise she will just continue to 
find pathetic stuff on the internet.  Send your contributions to  suzyfurness@gmail.com   

What you missed if you didn't attend the January meeting: 

-A very interesting discussion about American Foulbrood Disease, and the experiences of

some of the bee keepers in diagnosing and dealing with it.

-David gave the meeting an interesting paint recipe for preserving the wood of a hive.  (On

unpainted wood, and using enamel paint, add 1 litre of raw linseed oil to 2 to 3 litres of

paint, I think.  You should have been there yourself to write it down.

-Steve had problems with ants and cockroaches in the roof of his hive.  “Has anyone else

had problems with cockroaches?” he asked.

-Ross told us about his experiments with whether the colour of the box for a swarm made

any difference to their taking it over as their home.  It did.

-Evan  and Alby outlined the details of the new SCBI Workshop and Training Centre.

Lucky for you this information is now on the website:

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/yandina-land-project
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FROM THE NEWS’ DESKS: 

 Bunnings to pull pesticide over bee link:
A controversial pesticide allegedly linked to bee deaths will be pulled from Bunning’ shelves by the
end of this year, a spokesman said. Yates Confidor is a neonicotinoid, a class of pesticides that is
absorbed by the plant rather than coating its surface.

The chemicals spread to all parts of the plant and are exposed to bees through pollen.  Some studies
suggest it affects bees’ navigation and immune systems, resulting in colony death.  Bunnings decided
in November last year to remove the product from its British and Australian stores amid declining
British bee populations, but said the decision was based on caution rather than scientific evidence.
(Sydney Morning Herald, 14th January, 2018, page 5)

 Smell of death leads bees to remove corpses:

Bring out your dead!  Honeybees pick up dead or diseased nest mates and drag them out of the hive.  
Removing corpses protects against infection, which can spread like wildfire in densely packed hives. 

“The honey bees work together to fight off disease,” says Alison McAfee at the University of British 
Columbia, Canada.  But not all hives remove their corpses. McAfee and her colleagues have been 
figuring why this is so.  In a 2017 study, they discovered two pheromones, called oleic acid and beta-
ocimene, which are only released by dead bee larvae.  When they wafted these ‘death pheromones’ 
over honeybees, nerve cells in the antennae of corpse-moving bees were more active than those of 
other bees.  This suggested that corpse-removing bees were better able to smell the pheromones. 
(Maybe this is why bees don’t like some smells: the smells mask out important bee pheromones?) 

Now the team has added the pheromones to healthy larvae.  As expected, worker bees removed 
dosed individuals from the nest. Bees from corpse-removing colonies removed more larvae than 
those from other nests.  The conclusions of the research is that it could allow bees to be selectively 
bred to remove more of their dead.  This was achieved in further experiments in 2017.  (New 
Scientist, 13th January, 2018) 

 Manuka honey: not so miraculous…. 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=9Tj940X6r7o  

ABC ‘Checkout’ , Tuesday, 6th February, 2018 

 About the WAGGLE dance: ABC archives, 2015

An interesting explanation of the waggle dance: ‘Why Caffeine Makes Bees Twerk.’ 

http://iview.abc.net.au/programs/nano/SR1404H002S00# 

 Beekeepers and residents 'speechless' after council poisons up to 50,000 bees

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-02-09/beehive-poisoned.-by-council-paddington-sydney-
residents-fuming/9411092  

 Rottnest bee keepers and W.A. (Jarrah, Marri and Karri) honey.

http://iview.abc.net.au/programs/landline/RA1801Q002S00   (starts at 20 minutes in.) 

STOP PRESS: 

It’s official!!  Bees  like their caffeine—it makes them waggle more, but because they get 
addicted to the nectar in flowers with caffeine, they return to those flowers rather than trying 
out others. ( Up to  55% of flowers have caffeine in their nectar.) 
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Members’ Stuff: 

Swarms:    If you find a swarm: 

Contact Jeff Ross (ph.0429 960 300, Beerwah) or Alby Taylor (0418 882 282, Woombye)  

New bees are needed to populate the Club’s hives. 

Bees Wanted: 

Contact Secretary Geoff (ozgeoff@live.com) 

Best Practices and Tips:   

One bee sting can cause an anaphylactic shock: 

A severe allergic reaction (anaphylaxis) to bee stings is potentially life-threatening and 
requires emergency treatment. A small percentage of people who are stung by a bee 
quickly develop anaphylaxis. Signs and symptoms of anaphylaxis include: 

 Skin reactions, including hives and itching and flushed or pale skin

 Difficulty breathing

 Swelling of the throat and tongue

 A weak, rapid pulse

 Nausea, vomiting or diarrhoea

 Dizziness or fainting

 Loss of consciousness
People who have a severe allergic reaction to a bee sting have a 30 to 60 percent chance of
anaphylaxis the next time they're stung.
Multiple bee stings: If you get stung more than a dozen times, the accumulation of venom
may induce a toxic reaction and make you feel quite sick. Multiple stings can be a medical
emergency.(Mayo Clinic via the internet)
Talk to your GP about options for treatment.

Do you have something you wish to communicate to other members? This could be local or 
global news; items to sell, buy or give away; photos or news from your apiary.   

Send your contributions to  suzyfurness@gmail.com 

In the meantime, here is what I have been doing with my flow hive.  A flat lid was made to 
take the place of the ceiling and a-frame roof so that maintenance could be carried out on 
these two parts.  We noticed that the hive beetle was getting into a few cracks, so these have 
been filled, and a new coat of white paint applied.  The beetles are now very easy to see and 
kill, with nowhere to hide.  The ceiling seems to be to where the bees chase the beetles, so by 
removing the a-frame roof, we can squash a few of the little devils without upsetting the hive. 

The second hive improvement has been to do away with the corflute bottom board, and 
replace it with a thin metal board from Bent Plastics.  I bought two boards so it is easy to take 
the used one, full of dead beetles (because of the apithor), and replace it with a clean one.  The 
apithor just gets put onto the clean board. 

Over summer we have harvested from each of the flow hive frames.  It is as easy as the 
promotion videos  promise.  The bees did not have a clue and were not a bit upset. It looks as 
if we will be able to harvest a couple more frames before the winter chill sets in. 
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Book Review:  ABC AND XYZ OF BEE CULTURE :  A.I. ROOT Company Medina, Ohio. (1877)  

My 1940  edition says that it is the  ‘240th Thousand’. I guess that means the 240000th edition.  I 
don’t know, I don’t see how that can be.  I don’t think there could be that many iterations. 

Bees and their habits are probably exactly the same as in 1877.  The main difference between an 
1877 bee keeper and a 2018 bee keeper must be the modern scientific experiments using modern 
technology that inform the 2018 keeper.  On the other hand, reading this book will encourage the 
reader to observe and be informed by observed bee behaviour, as happened in 1877. 

There are interesting alphabetically listed descriptions of every thing about bees.  For example, if 
you go to E, and then to EUCALYPTUS, you will read that there were many eucalypts in 
California, but the honey derived from eucalyptus flowers was considered to be inferior in 
‘quality and quantity’. 

So there, Aussies, take THAT! 

Page 245 of my edition, and under the heading of ‘EXHIBITS OF HONEY’ has the following 
photo with the caption: ‘Suggestions for a beeswax exhibition at state fairs.’ 

  

 Something for the Committee members to  work 

 towards during their idle moments. 

 Fun aside, if you are interested in the life of the bee, 

 and the operations of the hive, this is  a book full of 

 information, including American Foulbrood Disease, 

 wax moth..  

 Send in a review of  a book that you think may 

 interest our members.   

 Email to suzyfurness@gmail.com 

2017 – 2018  Executive and Committee 

President:    Alby Taylor  halardo@bigpond.net.au    ph. 0418 882 282 
Vice President:   Jeff Ross   jeff@jaross.com.au     ph. 0429 960 300 
Secretary:    Geoff Johnson  ozgeoff@live.com      ph.  0417 607 622 
Treasurer:    Bill Spencer   talsher@bigpond.net.au    ph. 0419 149 947 
Librarian:   Peter Francis   becfrancis@gmail.com     ph. 0411 392 750 
F’book/Website:   Frank Vos   frank_vos@optusnet.com.au   ph. 0412 066 546 
Newsletter:   Suzy Furness  suzyfurness@gmail.com 

Disclaimer – the views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Group.   

The SCBG accepts no liability for the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of the 

information provided in this newsletter.  
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Try this for a special friend:   Hot Honey Heaven: Add a chopped up chilli to a jar of 

honey.  More or less, depending on how hot you like it.  I like it only a little bit spicey. 
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