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President’s 2018 Annual Report: 

The Yandina lease has been bedded down, but ongoing finance for development has been a challenge. 

Our application to the Gambling Community Benefit Fund was rejected “application meritorious but 
fund is oversubscribed & not able to assist”. 

We will reapply for the next round of grants as well as applying to Bendigo Bank, Council 
environment fund & anyone else who may have some money up for grabs. 

Our Federal member Ted O’Brien has invited us to apply for a grant under the Stronger Communities 
Programme, which provides funding on a $ for $ basis up to $20,000.00. 

Somehow we will get the project underway. 

We have made good progress with introduction to beekeeping courses which are held regularly every 
month. The current month has attracted the maximum of 9 participants. 

As soon as facilities are available, it will be necessary to expand the programme to cover basic 
beekeeping practice. 

The show went well this year with entries well up. The establishment of a special committee should see 
big gains next year.  Congratulations to all the winners & also to Ross Stewart for taking out the “best 
honey in the world” award.  

Geoff Johnson & Peter Francis are stepping down from the committee. A big thanks to you both & our 
thoughts are with you & Bec, Pete. 

The new year should be a very exciting one for the club but no doubt there will be continuing 
frustrations with unoiled wheels. 

Without embarrassing individuals, thank you to our hard working committee & to all members for their 
support throughout the year. 

Annual General Meeting:   Saturday  25th August at the Old School House, Nambour 

Show Grounds. (Turn left after the gates.)   

Meetings start at 10 am (with morning tea and socializing from 9.30 am). Bring a plate.   

The club needs you to buy lots of raffle tickets! And to bring high quality raffle prizes! 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/meetings-events-calendar  
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Guest Speaker for the AGM 25th August 

Ron Glanville is a former  Chief Veter inar ian for  Queensland.  In his work as a Veter inary 
Consultant  to a number of Government organisations, he recently wrote the report on the Safety and 
effectiveness of the response to the recent Varroa mite incursion in Melbourne for the Victorian 
Government.  

Alby is sure we will find Ron’s experience with varroa mite of great interest.   

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/meetings-events-calendar
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Raffle:  Amount raised at the July meeting:   

The raffle is an important way of raising desperately needed funds for our new club house 
and facilities.  Please bring quality items for prizes - fresh produce from your garden will 
be snaffled up quickly by lucky winners.    
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What you missed if you missed the July meeting:  

 A really, really interesting presentation by Chris Johnson.  The audience learnt a lot. 

 Call for nominations for  committee positions  to be filled at the AGM. 

 The Christmas party this year will be at the new club house, perhaps the first Sunday in 
December.  It’ll be a bring food one. 

 There is now a suggestion box in which members can put forward their ideas.  One very 
interesting idea was that maybe we have a spring management workshop.  The North Brisbane 
had one which was very well received. 

 David Irvine talked about how the workings of a hive all comes down to the ‘honey flow’.. 

 Talk also about how queen cells at the top of a frame indicates a hive getting ready for a swarm.  
Much interesting detail about this.   Bee keepers have to get into the brood box and make sure 
the queen has plenty of room. 

 News that the local councils use neonicotinoids to kill mosquito larvae.  It might kill the 
mosquitos but neonicotinoids have a proven sub lethal effect on bees.   

 About when, how many and why to replace brood frames. 

You missed a good meeting full of information about our friends the bees. 

MEMBERSHIP  RENEWALS NOW DUE: 
 

Club Account Details:   Bank of Queensland    

BSB :   124 042    Account Number:  2246 9905  

Account Name     Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Inc.   

Reference:   Your Surname 

(OR:  Left click on this link:    https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au  ) 

 

The club needs your subscription 
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FROM THE NEWS’ DESKS: 
 It is worth knowing that there is a technical solution to honey counterfeit (but at what price?)  

 https://theconversation.com/unique-pollen-signatures-in-australian-honey-could-help-tackle-a-
counterfeit-industry-97859?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%
20Conversation%20for%20August%208%202018%20-%20108269633&utm_content=Latest%
20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20August%208%202018%20-%
20108269633+CID_27fbbfdeaa23e7f6430dce478c279bc0&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_te
rm=Unique%20pollen%20signatures%20in%20Australian%20honey%20could%20help%20tackle%
20a%20counterfeit%20industry 

 ABC News: Could bees be the key to the world's plastic problem? 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-08-07/australian-native-bees-help-worlds-plastic-pollution/10025664  

 Capilano Honey looks to tap Chinese demand Australia's best-known honey brand in 
$200 million private equity deal. 

http://www.smh.com.au/business/capilano-honey-looks-to-tap-chinese-demand-in-200m-deal-20180813-
p4zx8r.html?btis  

 Hey honey! Want to keep bees? Here's what you need to know: 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2018-08-15/bee-honey-hive-apiary-beekeeping-beekeeper-get-
started/10107566 

Members’ Stuff: 

Swarms:    If you find a swarm:  Contact Jeff Ross (ph. 0429 960 300, Beerwah) or 
Alby Taylor (0418 882 282, Woombye)  New bees are needed to populate the Club’s 
hives. 

Bees Wanted: 

Contact Secretary Geoff (ozgeoff@live.com)  

Do you have something you wish to communicate to other members? This could be local or global 
news; items to sell, buy or give away; photos or news from your apiary.  

This newsletter is sent out each month. It reaches all members: email  suzyfurness@gmail.com 

Or go to the Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Website forum: 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/forum 

Why did the bees go on strike? 
    Because they wanted more honey and shorter working flowers! 
What is black and yellow and buzzes along at 30,000 feet? 
    A bee in an aeroplane 
Why do bees have sticky hair? 
    Because of the honey combs! 
Thank  you, Lorraine, for this contribution .  All members are welcome to send  in your best or worst  bee  jokes. 

STOP PRESS!!  ‘Bees are not only remarkably smart, but are capable of emotions similar to 
our own. Under close scrutiny by imaginative scientists, we are now learning that bees actually 
have unique personalities that enable them to solve problems, make choices and react in ways 
that look suspiciously like human emotions.  “Bees are capable of behaviour that rivals in 
complexity that of some simple mammals” says Andrew Barron at Macquarie University in 
Sydney. All with the brain the size of a mustard seed.’   

Read more in the June 9th edition of New Scientist. 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/
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News from the hive:      

Observations from my herb garden: 

In the warm early morning August sunshine, my bees are just starting to harvest pollen and nectar 
from the Bush Basil (Greek Basil) the red- flowered Pineapple Sage and Turnip Weed, which is 
related to and looks like, Canola. However the honey bees are outnumbered by numerous 
Tetragonula carbonaria, a common native bee in my garden which loves this weed. I also have the 
blue-flowered Borage which the bees also visit but not so far today. 

According to Doug Somerville, author of “Fat Bees Skinny Bees” bee nutrition along with queens 
and pests and diseases, are the three most important things in successful beekeeping. Herbs provide 
great nutrition. 

Pollen provides protein fat and minerals vital for bee health, but not all pollens are equal. The 
pollen from the Turnip Weed has been shown to have high crude protein and fat. Most eucalypts are 
low in fat. 

Chris Johnson 

Check Out our Website:  https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/  

Many of our members spend time on-line looking for beekeeping information. Our  website shows the 

best of the best links that we can find.  

This saves members lots of time. It is also a useful and convenient foundation for communications 

between Club members. Our Club Executive continually adds useful information.   

Check Out our Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunshinecoastbeekeepersaustralia/posts/?ref=page_internal 

Book Review:   
The bee book.  Beekeeping in Australia.  By Peter  Warhurst and Roger  Goebel.  3rd 
edition 2013. 

This is a chatty, interesting book about all aspects of bee keeping and bee behaviour.  I found 
it difficult to put down.  Although more geared towards commercial bee keeping, there is 
certainly much to learn in it for the single-hive beekeeper.  Chapter 6 on flora includes a 
section on eucalyptus identification via bark characteristics.  Hurrah for an Australian book!!  
Want to learn how to make honey mead?  Go to page 156. Want to know about the chemical 
poisoning of bees?  Go to chapter 17.  There are at least three chapters dealing with pests and 
diseases of bees plus a chapter about Australian Native Bees. 

There is so much well written Australian content that you will find yourself having to 
apologize for not taking the bins out!!  

Send in a review of  a book that you think may interest our members.  Email to suzyfurness@gmail.com 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/
https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/


 

2017 – 2018  Executive and Committee 

President:    Alby Taylor  halardo@bigpond.net.au    ph. 0418 882 282 
Vice President:   Jeff Ross   jeff@jaross.com.au     ph. 0429 960 300 
Secretary:    Geoff Johnson  ozgeoff@live.com      ph.  0417 607 622 
Treasurer:    Bill Spencer   talsher@bigpond.net.au    ph. 0419 149 947 
Librarian:   Peter Francis   becfrancis@gmail.com     ph. 0411 392 750 
F’book/Website:   Frank Vos   frank_vos@optusnet.com.au   ph. 0412 066 546 
Publicity Officer: Chris Johnson chris@redkelpie.com.au  ph. 0411 415 527  
Newsletter:   Suzy Furness  suzyfurness@gmail.com   

Disclaimer – the views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Group.   

The SCBG accepts no liability for the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of the 
information provided in this newsletter.  
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HONEY RING CAKE   

 2 ozs. Butter 
2 ozs. sugar 
4 ozs. plain flour 
Half teaspoon each bi carb. soda and baking powder 
2 teaspoons ginger 
2 eggs (beaten) 
2 tablespoons honey  
1 tablespoon  milk 
   
Cream butter and sugar, 
add well beaten eggs, honey and ginger, then  milk 
lastly, mix in Flour sifted with Carb.soda and baking powder 

 Bake in a greased and lined 8" ring tin in moderate oven 35 to 40 mins. 

Works for me and it will for you too, do try it.  

(‘me’ as in my friend Margaret Martin, not as in ‘me’ Suzy Furness—I hate cooking….) 

 Do you have a favourite recipe that uses honey?.  Email it to suzyfurness@gmail.com 

The next beginners’  beekeeping  course is:  Sunday 16th September from 9 am to  2 pm 

Where:    Woombye.   Address will be given with booking or use the link below.

BOOKING  IS  ESSENTIAL: 

To book,  left click on:     https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/workshops 

mailto:halardo@bigpond.net.au
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