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President’s Report November 2018: 

The big news this month is that we have received a grant from the Sunshine Coast Regional 
Council for $15,000.     

With Christmas just around the corner, the bees should be packing in the honey so keep your 
eye on those top boxes. 

It is great to see members using the web site for Bee Buddies & honey sales. 

The workshop at Sippy Downs went well with Jeff Ross splitting nucs off each of the 2 hives. 
Ian & Gillian Myers have donated a nuc which has been transferred to a full brood box & will 
be located on site next week. 

Bill Spencer has raised a nuc for the club, which he has transferred to a full brood box. This 
means we could have 6 hives in full production by next spring, generating substantial income. 

Pam and Chen have sold their property at Yandina Creek, & have generously donated their 
Flow hive boxes with other equipment to the cub. We wish them all the very best for the 
future. 

Ken Evans has done a great job in organising the honey sales stall which will commence 
operation on Saturday 10th November. We will be bottling honey at the working bee on 3rd 
November. 

 Dates for your November diary: 
 Saturday 3rd Working bee Yandina 
 Saturday 10th Honey stall Yandina 
 Sunday 11th Introduction to beekeeping workshop Yandina 
 Saturday 17th Honey Stall Yandina 
 Sunday 18th  Field workshop Sippy Downs 
 Saturday 24th  Honey Stall Yandina 
 Saturday 24th  Monthly meeting Connections Yandina 

That means plenty of bee activity for everyone. 
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Next Meeting:  24th November at Connections Baptist Church Hall, Railway St,  Yandina   

Meetings start at 10 am (with morning tea and socializing from 9.30 am). Bring a plate.   

The club needs you to buy lots of raffle tickets! And to bring high quality raffle prizes! 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/meetings-events-calendar  

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/meetings-events-calendar
https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/meetings-events-calendar


 

 

 

 

 

Raffle:  Amount raised at the September meeting: $152—Let’s do better in November!! 

The raffle is an important way of raising desperately needed funds for our new club house 
and facilities.  Please bring quality items for prizes - fresh produce from your garden will 
be snaffled up quickly by lucky winners.    
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Honey Selling Register: 

The club is setting up a register of members who would like the fact that they sell honey privately.  Send 
your details to Bill Spencer secretaryscbees@gmail.com  or phone him on  0419 149  947 

Bee Buddy Register:  For those members who would like to have a mentor, and those members 
happy to be members.  Contact Bill Spencer at secretaryscbees@gmail.com  or  phone him on  0419 149  947 

Volunteers Wanted:   to man the honey sales stall on the club’s premises near the Yandina markets.  

Contact Bill Spencer:  secretaryscbees@gmail.com 

THE CLUB IS LOOKING FOR A LIBRARIAN 

   You don’t need to be bookish or understand the Dewey Decimal System. 

   It is not a sentence for life, if you don’t like it you can resign any time. 

   If you feel that you can help the bees in this way, please let Alby know. 

CHRISTMAS GET TOGETHER: 

The Sunshine Coast Beekeepers  Christmas function will be held at the Mudjimba Tavern on 
Saturday, 1st December. It will take the form of an informal gathering for drinks and socializing 
starting at 11.30 am, followed by a sit-down lunch. The menu will consist of alternative drop 
dishes of either roast of the day, a chicken dish, or fish and chips. The cost will be $15.00 per 
head. The only formal club activity will be the presentation of the Merv and Julie Wruck trophy 
for the most successful club exhibitor at the Nambour show. This year's recipient is Chris 
Johnson, our treasurer. 

 Naturally, for such a large gathering, the Mudjimba Tavern management need to know how 
many people are likely to attend. Would all those who plan to attend please notify me at this 
email address as early as possible. Payment will be required on confirmation of attendance. 
Please deposit funds directly to the club's bank account and ensure that you make reference to the 
Christmas function. Your early attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated.  

Contact Bill Spencer:  secretaryscbees@gmail.com 

Club Account Details: Bank of Queensland   BSB :   124 042  Acc Number:  2246 9905  

Acct Name:   Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Inc.  Reference:   your surname followed by the word xmas.  

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/
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Members’ Stuff: 

Swarms:    If you find a swarm:  Contact Jeff Ross (ph. 0429 960 300, Beerwah) or Alby 
Taylor (0418 882 282, Woombye)  New bees are needed to populate the Club’s hives. 

Do you have something you wish to communicate to other members? This could be local or global 
news; items to sell, buy or give away; photos or news from your apiary.  

This newsletter is sent out each month. It reaches all members: email  suzyfurness@gmail.com 

Or go to the Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Website forum: 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/forum 

News from (member, Julia’s) hive:   

I was never going to get AFB, short for American Foulbrood. Why would I? I was a hobbyist 
with only two hives. I was pedantic about “my girls”. Changing brood frames and checking the 
brood every month or so. Even putting wet sheets over the hive to keep them cool during the 
hottest days in summer! AFB happened only to the bigger guys or so I thought until a day in 
September when I got a positive test result back from Biosecurity Qld.   

I had re-queened the hive in February and things seemed to be going along just fine. All seemed 
well after the winter pre-check. The hive started to dwindle but I told myself it was just the 
queen reducing her laying due to the cooler, winter months. I discovered chalk brook had struck 
the hive as evidenced by chalky cadavers at the hive entrance. I placed some over-ripe banana 
on top of the frames on the advice of an erudite beekeeper. I also took a frame of brood from 
my other stronger hive and placed this into the hive to boost numbers. These strategies and 
some warmer drier weather seemed to clear up the chalkbrood.   

Spring came around and with it the usual brood check.  First frame nothing. Second frame and 
my heart sunk.  It was a textbook frame for AFB:   irregular brood pattern with pin holes and of 
course the coffee coloured, stringy substance in the cells themselves.   The devastation I felt 
then was nothing compared to receiving the email back from biosecurity which confirmed the 
worst.  

John and I were away when I received the news. We cut short our trip and came home the next 
day.  The honey was harvested and the hive was reduced to only the brood box. Later that day 
when the worker bees returned home, John taped up the entrance and the air vents.  He poured a 
cup of petrol into the top of the hive.  It is something I never wish to repeat.  

The next day a pit was dug and the brood frames burned.  I am not sure if the other hive thought 
a bush fire was coming but halfway through the burning process they decided to swarm!   We 
had  examined  the hive for queen cells only a couple of weeks prior ……obviously we had 
missed one! 

All of the remaining frames and boxes were cleaned up and packed ready for transportation to 
Steritech for irradiation.  Suits, gloves and bee hive stand  washed in a strong bleach solution as 
was the honey extractor and buckets.   

With the help of a fellow beekeeper we caught the swarm and put it back into the good hive.  

At which point I couldn’t help but think how magical beekeeping really is.  

Send  the news from your hive to:  suzyfurness@gmail.com 

Try this New Zealand AFB Quiz:      http://www.afb.org.nz/beekeeper-quiz?__m=119  

(but don’t worry if you can’t  answer the questions relating to NZ bio security legislation) 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/
http://www.afb.org.nz/beekeeper-quiz?__m=119
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Check Out our Website:  https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/  

Many of our members spend time on-line looking for beekeeping information. Our  website shows the 

best of the best links that we can find.  

This saves members lots of time. It is also a useful and convenient foundation for communications 

between Club members. Our Club Executive continually adds useful information.   

Check Out our Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunshinecoastbeekeepersaustralia/posts/?ref=page_internal 

Book Review:  There is no book to review this month, so here is an article from a recent New Scientist 
instead: (27th October, page 13) 

Mystery of why old bees drum at night 

Sometimes a honeybee hive isn't quite buzzing, and the workers need a signal to get busy.  Oder honeybees 
use a drumming sound to order their colleagues to get to work.  But extensive monitoring of beehives 
suggests the signal is given most often at night—which is odd given that bees only forage during the day. 

We have know about this signal called dorso-ventral abdominal vibration (DVAV), for about 90 years.  
Some biologists have captured video of bees producing the sound, but these earlier studies have only 
monitored bees for short periods during the day.  

No Martin Bencsic at Nottingham Trent University, UK, and his colleagues have analysed a year’s worth of 
data from devices that record vibrations in the honeycomb inside three hives, revealing more about the 
function of the message (Scientific Reports, doi.org/cvx4)  

Earlier studies suggest it is older bees that typically give the signal to activate members of the colony.  “The 
recipient bee seems to be energised,” says Benscic.  “She gets on with her job with more energy , as if she 
had had coffee or something.” 

The researchers’ discovery that the DVAV signal occurs most frequently at night might be related to 
activities like food processing or brood care.  These activities are performed by worker bees that don’t leave 
the hive and don’t experience normal circadian rhythms, so the DVAV might help coordinate their activity 
with the daily cycle of foraging, say the team. 

The DVAV is one of numerous vibrational signals that bees are know to make.  Others include the waggle 
dance, which tells other bees where to forage, and the cleaning dance, which a bee performs when it wants 
another bee to groom its wings. 

Bencsil’s team previously described a whooping sound that appears to be an expression of surprise.  

Send in a review of  a book that you think may interest our members.  Email to suzyfurness@gmail.com 

Hive Beetle control hint from member, Eila: 

I have used Diatomaceous Earth for a long time in the garden and happened to have half a 
bag of the coarser kind.  Non pool filter type of course. I tossed it under the hive hoping to 
disturb the breeding cycle of the hive beetle.  Because diatomaceous earth is light weight, I 
covered it with crusher dust. (Sand might be a good substitute for the crusher dust.) 

The diatomaceous earth seems to work as I rarely see any beetles or just 1-2  since 
February. Obviously they will still fly in but the breeding is cancelled out. For all I know  
the crusher dust may be the factor that stops the breeding cycle. 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/
https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/
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FROM THE NEWS’ DESKS: 
 Easy lift bee hive modifications for disabled bee keepers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9Qd0h4I4F8lVHA3X3lNXy1jNk0/view 

 Maybe a ‘better bee’ is not a better bee:  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/16/frankenbees-genetically-modified-pollinators-danger-of-building-a-better-bee?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 Bee swarms: 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-17/bees-swarm-in-tamworth-main-street/10388044 

 Asian Honey Bee distribution north Queensland: 

       https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/animal-industries/bees/diseases-and-pests/asian-

honey-bees 

What you missed if you missed the October meeting: 

 You missed hearing the enthusiasm in Alby’s voice as he detailed the sterling efforts of the 

committee to obtain funding for the Club House. 

 The Made in India bee suits on display. 

 The description by Frank as to how he used gravity to harvest honey into buckets. 

 Lots of discussion about AFB due largely to member, Julia’s explanation to the meeting of 

her heart breaking experience with the destruction of one of her hives by AFB. 

 Discussion about the variation in viscosity between frames of a single hive, and why this 

happens.  (Different flowers coming into blossom for different frames.) 

 The fact that the club has a two frame extractor plus steam knife for loan to members. 

 Also the discussion around the plan to have an extractor and tools available for members to 

use at the proposed Club House. 

 More laughter about cane toads, and water dragons and their respective relationships to the 

bee hives of some members. 

 Information relating to the Club’s application to Unity Water to place hives in the Yandina 

Wetlands. 

DON’T MISS NOVEMBER’S MEETING!!! 

https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/


 

2017 – 2018  Executive and Committee 

President:    Alby Taylor  presidentscbees@gmail.com   ph. 0418 882 282 
Vice President:   David Lee   vicepresidentscbees@gmail.com   ph. 0414 757 220 
Secretary:    Bill Spencer secretaryscbees@gmail.com  ph.  0419 149  947 
Treasurer:    Chris Johnson treasurerscbees@gmail.com  ph. 0411 415 527 
Librarian:   We need a volunteer please. 
Publicity:          Katie Livock infoscbees@gmail.com   ph. 0414 843 342 
F’book/Website:   Frank Vos   frank_vos@optusnet.com.au   ph. 0412 066 546 
Newsletter:   Suzy Furness  suzyfurness@gmail.com   

Disclaimer – the views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Group.   

The SCBG accepts no liability for the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of the 
information provided in this newsletter.  
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Lemon and Lime Chicken     (with thanks to Margaret Martin, Flinders, Victoria) 

 4 chicken breasts         
 Finely grated rind and juice of 2 limes; finely grated rind and juice of 1 lemon; 
 2 tablespoons butter;     1 tablespoon vegetable oil;    
 2 tablespoons honey;     4 tablespoons stock;  
 1 teaspoon turmeric;     salt and pepper;  
 1 teaspoon dried thyme;    2 tablespoons freshly chopped mint 
 25 grams toasted flaked almonds 

Prick the chicken pieces all over with a skewer and place in shallow dish.  Sprinkle with the 
fruit rind and rub it in, then pour the juices over the chicken and cover.  Chill in refrigerator for 
24 hours, turning the chicken over at least once. 

When ready to cook, melt the butter and oil in a pan.  Drain the chicken, reserving the marinade 
and fry gently until brown all over. 

Combine the honey, stock, turmeric  and remaining marinade and add to the chicken.  Season 
lightly, add the thyme and half the mint.  Cover the pan and simmer gently for about 30 minutes 
or until the chicken is tender, bast occasionally. 

Transfer the chicken and sauce to a serving dish and sprinkle with the remaining mint and 
flaked almonds. Serve with new potatoes and zucchini or silver beet.    

 Send your honey recipe to: suzyfurness@gmail.com 

The next beginners’  beekeeping  course is:  February, 2019. 

Where:    To be advised.  

BOOKING  IS  ESSENTIAL 

To book,  left click on:     https://www.sunshinecoastbeekeepersinc.org.au/workshops 

mailto:halardo@bigpond.net.au
mailto:jeff@jaross.com.au
mailto:frank_vos@optusnet.com.au
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